
Arendal Sound 1528 Bookshelf 8 

Big Is Better 

The Bookshelf 8 is the smallest member of Arendal Sound's ambitious flagship 1528 
Series. Well, "smallest" is perhaps misleading. Don't be fooled—this is an unexpectedly 
substantial standmount loudspeaker that promises high-end performance on the level of 
many floorstanding designs. And it does so at a price that, according to Arendal, reflects its 
direct-to-consumer philosophy rather than traditional retail markups. 

One look at the 1528 loudspeaker family, introduced by the Norwegian company last year, 
is enough to realize that Arendal wanted to make a serious statement. Perhaps 
appropriately so, as the company recently celebrated its tenth anniversary in the coastal 
town of Arendal, from which it takes its name. 

Unlike most loudspeaker brands, however, you won't find Arendal products in traditional 
hi-fi stores. The company sells exclusively direct to consumers. Direct sales often make 
people think of simplified products built primarily to hit lower price points. That couldn't be 
further from the truth here. 

The 1528 Series represents the very top of Arendal's lineup. It is the result of an extensive 
research and development program that produced a family of loudspeakers designed to 
compete at a significantly higher level, both in engineering and execution. While more 
expensive than the company's previous offerings, Arendal argues that they still represent 
exceptional value compared to similarly performing products sold through conventional 
dealer networks. 

The 1528 Bookshelf 8 reviewed here sells directly through Arendal's website for €4,700 per 
pair. 

It is the smallest model in the 1528 family, although there is also the 1528 Slim 8 (€3,700 
per pair), which shares the same height while measuring just 19.8 cm deep. Thanks to its 
VESA100 mounting capability, the Slim 8 is intended primarily as an on-wall speaker, 
although it can certainly serve as a stereo loudspeaker as well. 

 



Not Your Average Bookshelf Speaker 

When I spoke with Arendal founder Jan Ove Lassesen last autumn, he explained that one of 
the company's priorities is ensuring customers choose the right loudspeaker for their 
room. 

Many buyers instinctively assume bigger must be better, but that often leads to selecting 
speakers that simply don't suit the acoustics of their listening space. For a direct-sales 
company offering a generous 60-day home trial, helping customers avoid unnecessary 
returns is both good service and good business. 

As soon as the Bookshelf 8 arrived, I immediately understood why Arendal places so much 
emphasis on this. 

When Jan first suggested sending me the Bookshelf 8, my instinctive response was to ask 
whether the larger Monitor 8 might also fit my listening room. 

After all, "Bookshelf" usually suggests something relatively compact. 

Not here. 

At 55 cm tall, the 1528 Bookshelf 8 is easily the largest loudspeaker I've ever encountered 
that still calls itself a bookshelf speaker. 

Even the British term "standmount" hardly seems sufficient. 

Arendal makes no secret of this. Throughout the 1528 Series literature, the company 
openly states that it deliberately set out to build large loudspeakers, because physical 
dimensions inevitably influence acoustic performance. 

To avoid misunderstandings, the product pages even include a diagram showing the 
selected speaker next to a person measuring 180 cm tall. During checkout, customers also 
receive an additional reminder about the speaker's physical size. 

It's a smart solution. 

When you look at the larger models in the series, the scale becomes even more obvious. 

The flagship 1528 Tower 8 stands 143 cm tall with its feet installed and weighs nearly 80 
kilograms. 



It's visually imposing, not least because of its dramatically curved front baffle. 

For typical living rooms in the Benelux, however, the Bookshelf 8—or perhaps the Monitor 
8—will likely be the more sensible starting point. 

Those accustomed to buying floorstanding speakers may need to recalibrate their 
expectations. It's well worth studying the specifications carefully before placing an order. 

 

Beautifully Finished 

The Bookshelf 8 may be the smallest speaker in the 1528 family, but it shares all of its 
larger siblings' engineering ambitions. 

Like the rest of the range, its model name references an important historical event 
connected to the city of Arendal. 

The first thing that stands out—after its sheer size and weight—is the deeply curved front 
baffle. 

Mounted into this sculpted front panel are: 

• a 28 mm lithium-magnesium tweeter housed in a deep waveguide,  
• a recessed 8-inch aluminum woofer with an unusually deep cone,  
• and a broad waveguide surrounding the tweeter.  

An 8-inch woofer on a bookshelf speaker is certainly unusual. 

The 5-inch midrange driver sits behind a permanently mounted perforated steel grille 
featuring an eye-catching pattern. The same motif reappears on the circular magnetic grille 
supplied for the woofer. 

A traditional full-length grille simply wouldn't work because of the curved front baffle. 

One particularly striking design element is the massive 85 mm front panel, which appears 
to float independently from the main HDF cabinet behind it. 

Build quality is excellent throughout. 



Some buyers may regret the lack of high-gloss finishes, but both matte options—Basalt 
Grey and Polar White—look modern, understated, and premium. 

 

Why the Curved Front? 

The concave front baffle is certainly unconventional, although Arendal is far from alone in 
adopting this approach. 

SVS uses a similar concept in its Ultra Evolution series, while Focal has employed curved 
baffles on numerous models. 

The objective is time alignment. 

While all sound travels through air at the same speed, different drivers have different 
mechanical properties and acoustic centers. By curving the baffle, these differences can 
be compensated for, helping sound from each driver arrive at the listener's ears 
simultaneously. 

The crossover network already performs much of this work electronically, but the curved 
cabinet provides an additional level of optimization, producing a more focused and natural 
soundstage. 

This illustrates just how much development went into the 1528 project. 

Arendal carried out extensive computer simulations and relied heavily on the Klippel Near 
Field Scanner—a sophisticated robotic measurement system capable of measuring 
hundreds of positions around a loudspeaker. 

According to chief designer and CTO Thomas Gunvaldsen, numerous driver concepts and 
cabinet designs were evaluated before arriving at the final solution. 

Although the production drivers are proprietary Arendal designs, alternatives from 
suppliers such as Purifi were also extensively evaluated during development. 

The Bookshelf 8 is also a genuine three-way loudspeaker. 

That's still relatively uncommon among standmount speakers, many of which rely on 
coaxial drivers, as seen in KEF's lineup. 



The fact that Arendal can accommodate three separate drivers on the front panel once 
again highlights the speaker's generous dimensions. 

Arendal's published anechoic frequency response is impressively flat. 

Naturally, measurements performed in an anechoic chamber underrepresent deep bass 
compared to real-world listening rooms, where room gain reinforces the lowest 
frequencies. 

Even so, the published response already hints at what listeners can expect. 

The Bookshelf 8 is an exceptionally balanced loudspeaker. 

It avoids the deliberate peaks and dips that some manufacturers use to create an 
impression of extra detail or excitement. 

Instead, it aims for neutrality. 

 

Designed to Be Adjusted 

The Bookshelf 8 features exceptionally robust speaker terminals. 

Even the jumpers connecting the dual binding posts are unusually thick metal plates. 

Remove them and the speaker is ready for bi-amplification. 

Two additional switches allow users to increase or decrease the output of both the tweeter 
and the midrange by 2 dB. 

While this isn't a dramatic adjustment, it's enough to fine-tune the speaker to different 
rooms. 

For example, lowering the tweeter output can make a brighter room with hard flooring 
sound noticeably more relaxed. 

Experimentation is equally important when positioning the speakers. 

Given their considerable weight, moving them around could easily become a chore. 



Fortunately, Arendal has thought of this. 

Included with each pair are eight sliding discs that temporarily fit beneath the speaker feet, 
allowing the speakers to glide easily across either hard floors or carpets while you search 
for the ideal position. 

It's a thoughtful and genuinely practical touch. 

Foam plugs are also included for the rear bass reflex ports. 

Removing the plugs increases bass output. 

Keeping them installed is generally preferable when placing the speakers close to a wall or 
in smaller rooms. 

 

Dedicated Stands Are Essential 

Given the large footprint of the Bookshelf 8, you shouldn't expect to place these speakers 
on just any stand. 

The elegant Focal Kanta stands I normally use for reviewing smaller speakers, for example, 
simply aren't suitable. 

In practice, most owners will almost certainly want Arendal's dedicated 1528 Stand 8. 

At €1,400 per pair, they represent a significant investment—but they're every bit as 
substantial as the speakers themselves. 

Compatible with the Bookshelf 8, Monitor 8, and Center 8, the stands are beautifully 
finished and perfectly complement the design language of the 1528 Series. 

They're even available in matching black or grey finishes. 

Constructed from HDF, steel, and aluminum, each pair weighs an impressive 21.2 
kilograms. 

Once the Bookshelf 8 is mounted, the complete assembly stands 112 cm tall and weighs 
over 50 kilograms. 



Those are figures you'd normally associate with large floorstanding loudspeakers. 

Build quality is equally impressive. 

The stands are exceptionally rigid, while the supplied Puck+ isolation feet provide effective 
mechanical decoupling. 

Thoughtful cable management allows the speaker cable to disappear neatly down the rear 
of each stand. 

Listening 

A Fresh Perspective 

One thing the Bookshelf 8 certainly doesn't lack is bass extension. 

The slow, weighty beat of Hooked by The Bug, from the collaborative album Implosion with 
Ghost Dubs, was reproduced with real authority. The deepest notes reached effortlessly 
down toward 47 Hz, creating a foundation that felt both powerful and controlled. 

Equally impressive was the way the hypnotic, trance-like electronic textures floated 
independently within the room. The combination of deep, physical bass and spacious 
imaging created an exceptionally immersive listening experience. 

Fans of electronic music, particularly those who appreciate tracks delivered with 
impeccable timing and real impact, would find plenty to enjoy here. 

For this listening session, the Bookshelf 8 was partnered with a HiFi Rose RA280 integrated 
amplifier and a FiiO S15 DAC/streamer—a combination that proved to be an excellent 
match. 

 

Jóhann Jóhannsson's Fordlandia, his haunting meditation on Henry Ford's failed utopian 
project in the Amazon, provided another revealing test. 

The Arendal speakers created a wonderfully enveloping presentation, an effect that 
became even more convincing after spending some time fine-tuning their positioning. 

As with any loudspeaker, placement matters, but the Bookshelf 8 rewards careful 
adjustment of toe-in and distance from the rear wall more than most. 



On Fordlandia, the opening movement and the two concluding pieces are considerably 
longer than the tracks in between. Played gaplessly, they become almost one continuous 
sonic landscape. 

Throughout these atmospheric passages, the Norwegian loudspeakers beautifully 
conveyed both the restrained mood and the hypnotic repetition that define Jóhannsson's 
writing. 

Because they reproduced both the smallest details and the largest dynamic shifts with 
equal confidence, the gradual climax of Melodia (Guidelines for a Space Propulsion 
Device...) unfolded with complete conviction. 

As is typical of Jóhannsson's music, a constantly repeating motif forms the backbone of 
the composition. Here, the string section flowed from the Bookshelf 8 with remarkable 
smoothness while retaining an underlying sense of urgency. 

As the piece gradually intensified, the speakers maintained the emotional tension 
perfectly. The slowly building synthesizer line was delivered with superb control and 
precision. 

 

Effortless Balance 

Overall, the Bookshelf 8 can best be described as a neutral loudspeaker. 

Perhaps an even better word is honest. 

That may come as a surprise given the presence of its large 8-inch woofer. One might 
reasonably expect abundant, dominant bass. 

Instead, the Arendal delivers bass that is deep, rich, and exceptionally well integrated with 
the rest of the frequency range. 

It never dominates the presentation. 

The extensive work Arendal invested in time alignment and crossover design clearly pays 
dividends. Music emerges with remarkable coherence, lacking the slightly segmented 
character that three-way loudspeakers can sometimes exhibit. 

Instead, the Bookshelf 8 presents music as one seamless whole. 



David Gilmour's live performance of High Hopes from Live at Pompeii, streamed through 
Roon using a Primare PRE35 preamplifier and an A35.8 power amplifier in bridged mode, 
beautifully demonstrated this quality. 

Every aspect of the recording was allowed to shine. 

The occasionally percussive snap of the guitar strings during Gilmour's solo appeared with 
exceptional clarity while remaining perfectly integrated into the surrounding mix. 

Equally impressive was the way the speakers reproduced the hesitant applause from the 
audience roughly a minute before the song ends—a subtle detail that often disappears into 
the background on lesser systems. 

 

The Hypex NCore-based Primare A35.8 drove the Bookshelf 8 effortlessly during Maya 
Delilah's The Long Way Around, although the volume control ultimately needed to be set 
slightly higher than usual. 

The Bookshelf 8 is certainly not the easiest speaker to drive. 

That said, it should present no difficulty for electronics of similar quality and ambition. 

What you probably shouldn't do is connect these speakers to an entry-level amplifier from 
Denon or WiiM and expect them to perform at their best. 

 

The speaker's beautifully balanced presentation also encourages listening at slightly 
higher volumes. 

Quite simply, it never sounds strained or fatiguing. 

As a result, Maya Delilah's relaxed jazz-inspired performances quickly filled the room with 
warmth and presence while remaining remarkably effortless. 

That doesn't mean the Bookshelf 8 is laid-back. 

That term often implies a warm, slightly slow or overly relaxed presentation. 

This is something quite different. 



The Arendal is fundamentally a clear, transparent loudspeaker that simply presents 
recordings as they are. 

Listeners accustomed to speakers deliberately tuned for mainstream appeal—or, 
conversely, exaggerated audiophile detail—may need to give themselves a little time to 
adjust to Arendal's balanced approach. 

Once that adjustment happens, tracks such as Maya, Maya sound intimate and 
emotionally engaging without becoming compressed or artificially spacious. 

Time and again during the review, the Bookshelf 8 impressed precisely because it 
consistently found the right balance. 

Highly polished audiophile recordings sounded superb, but so did more commercially 
mastered music from artists such as Tate McRae or Rosalía's fascinating Lux. 

That isn't always true, even of loudspeakers costing considerably more. 

That said, the Bookshelf 8 remains an audiophile loudspeaker in one important respect. 

When listening carefully, the imperfections in Lux become clearly audible. 

It is an extremely versatile loudspeaker—but not one that glosses over flaws in the 
recording. 

 

Conclusion 

If loudspeakers were sold strictly by weight, the Bookshelf 8 would command a very high 
price indeed. 

Fortunately, that isn't how things work. 

Its considerable size and mass provide an exceptionally solid foundation for achieving 
higher levels of acoustic performance—and ultimately, that's what matters. 

In that regard, the 1528 Bookshelf 8 delivers exactly what it promises. 

It offers an engaging, immersive presentation built around coherence, realism, and 
authenticity. 



Dynamics are equally impressive, allowing the speakers to sound effortlessly powerful, 
even in larger living spaces. 

The inevitable question, of course, is whether the Bookshelf 8 offers more than similarly 
priced loudspeakers from established traditional brands. 

That is a more difficult question to answer definitively, partly because loudspeaker 
preferences always involve an element of personal taste. 

What is beyond doubt, however, is that the Bookshelf 8 delivers an extraordinary amount of 
loudspeaker for the asking price. 

The dedicated stands are, in practice, almost essential, which inevitably increases the 
total investment. You'll also want amplification capable of matching the speaker's 
ambitions. 

Do that, however, and you'll be rewarded with a system that sounds remarkably natural 
and effortlessly convincing. 

Pros 

• Exceptionally coherent and natural presentation  
• Outstanding value considering its performance and construction  
• Balanced, fatigue-free sound  
• No subwoofer required for full-range listening, although bass never becomes 

excessive  
• Extremely solid, resonance-free cabinet  
• Excellent price-to-performance ratio  

Cons 

• Even the smallest model in the range is physically very large  
• High-quality amplification is essential  
• The dedicated stands are effectively a necessity rather than an option 
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